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Concept:

The course is designed to give its participants a clear and comprehensive understanding of Scripture. It does this by structurally analyzing each book of the Bible, offering a synopsis of each, tracing the connections between the books, and summarizing the overarching message of Scripture.

Resources:

Handouts: outlines, maps, and a bibliography which includes web resources.

Section 1: The Message of Scripture

     Scripture describes what God is doing, why he is doing it, and how we should respond to him.

     In its purpose, Scripture is theocentric (designed to glorify God and bring us into a correct relationship with him by reflecting his glory, especially his grace and his justice); and in its focus, it is, from Genesis to Revelation, eschatological (concerned with the final state of affairs), in the broadest sense of the word. That is, it depicts God moving throughout history to bring about the full realization of his glory in us and in creation.

     Scripture’s Theocentric Nature. First and foremost, Scripture is given to help us relate correctly to God. In the words of 2 Timothy 3:16-17, “16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” Geerhardus Vos puts it this way, “All revelation from a scriptural point of view ultimately has God for its object.” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1985, 363 – quoted in A Geerhardus Vos Anthology, Danny E. Olinger, Editor, 283). Scripture also reveals that creation, particularly man, has this same God-centered purpose. Revelation 4:11 says, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” In Colossians we read, “16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:16-18). In Proverbs 16:4 we read, “The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.” And in Romans 11:36 Scripture says, “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.”

     The fundamental purpose of creation is “that God may be all in all” (i.e., the Glory of God) – 1 Corinthians 15:28, compare Revelation 4:11.

     Scripture’s Eschatological Nature. Vos says, “We understand by [pre-redemptive special revelation] the disclosure of the principles of a process of probation by which man was to be raised to a state of religion and goodness, higher, by reason of its unchangeableness, than what he already possessed.” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1985, 27 – quoted in A Geerhardus Vos Anthology, Danny E. Olinger, Editor, 246).

     Scripture teaches that salvation is of the LORD (Jonah 2:9; Psalm 3:8 – cf. John 4:22). Genesis 1-3 reveals the theology and the anthropology behind this concept, and the rest of Scripture expands upon it, showing that salvation is wholly of the Lord, not partly from God and partly from man.

Section 2: The Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy): Establishment of the Theocracy

Briefly stated, the Pentateuch describes the acts of God in calling, preserving, and instructing his covenant people from the Beginning to the time of Moses.

     The Pentateuch has a 14 part structure. Most of these parts begin with the formula “these are the generations of” or an equivalent phrase. Each part draws on material from a previous section and expands on it, making the generations connected to one another. Furthermore, this emphasis on this series of inter-connected generations makes it, in a sense, a family story – the story of God’s family. It also has an overlying structure similar to the Treaty-Covenants of the ancient Near-Eastern kings. That makes it covenantal. So, throughout the Pentateuch, (and throughout the rest of the Bible), we see God entering into and keeping an irrevocable covenant with his people – his family. These structures give a clear shape and direction to the Pentateuchal narrative which is not apparent without recognizing those structures.

     Genesis describes the calling, preserving, and instructing his covenant people from the Beginning to the time of Jacob (also called Israel).

     Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy describe the calling, preserving, and instructing of his covenant people during the time of Moses, in the 4th generation after Jacob.
     Genesis begins with an untitled account of the creation of all things by the Almighty God (Elohim). This is the First Section. The Second Section speaks (somewhat metaphorically) of “The Generations of the Heavens and the Earth, and of Plants, and Herbs.” Here God is called Yahweh-Elohim, the ‘Eternal-Almighty,’ which was the name He used when He inaugurated his covenant with Israel (Exodus 3:15-17). In this section the Heavens, Earth, Plants, and Herbs are treated as metaphorical “fathers” of the ground and the crops, both of which were cursed when man fell into sin. Sin also had devastating effects on mankind, marring their relationship with God, separating them from paradise, plunging them into difficult labor, and bringing murder, rejection of God, and death to them. The Third Section, called “The Generations of Adam,” lists those who descended from his godly son Seth, and closes with an account of how they fell into sin. This fall is a prelude to the Fourth Section (“The Generations of Noah”) which reveals God’s judgment on mankind and his mercy to Noah and his sons – Shem, Ham, and Japheth. In Fifth Section, “The Generations of the Sons of Noah,” the Scripture tells about the nations which came from the 3 sons of Noah and describes how God frustrated their plans to live as one nation and to build a great tower (perhaps for the purpose of establishing their own religion). The focus of the narrative then quickly turns to Noah’s chief son, Shem. The Sixth Section (“The Generations of Shem”) lists several of Shem’s descendants ending with Terah and his 3 sons, Abram (later called Abraham), Nahor, and Haran – and Haran’s son, Lot. In the Seventh Section (“The Generations of Terah”) the narrative again quickly refocuses, this time on Abram. Initially, the narrative devotes only 7 verses to Terah and family members other than Abram. It then devotes almost 14 chapters to Abraham. Terah’s descendants reenter the narrative here and there, and Lot especially has a major role in Abraham’s life. However, Lot and the others move away from Abraham, and the narrative focuses more and more on Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac (his chief son and his spiritual heir). Several times in these chapters, God confirms his covenant with Abraham and Isaac. The narrative turns its attention briefly to Ishmael in the Eighth Section (“The Generations of Ishmael”) and gives a list of his descendants, most of whom are Arabs, particularly Bedouins. In the Ninth Section (“The Generations of Isaac”) the narrative goes back to the house of Abraham and begins with the birth of Isaac’s sons Jacob and Esau. The narrative covers about 10 chapters and focuses on Jacob (later called Israel). First it tells how Esau lost his birthright and his blessing to Jacob. Then it tells of Jacob’s struggles and blessings in Padanaram in the house of Laban. While there he had 11 sons. (A 12th son, Benjamin, was born later in Canaan.) When Jacob returned to Canaan he reconciled with Esau and moved from place to place in the land. While there, his daughter Diana was raped, and her brothers killed the rapists. Later, Jacob’s wife Rachel died while giving birth to his 12th son, Benjamin. Sometime later Isaac died and his sons, Jacob and Esau buried him. As a tie-in to this mention of Esau, the next two sections give accounts of Esau and his descendants. The Tenth Section is called “The Generations of Esau Who is Edom.” It names his wives and sons and shows that he moved to Mount Seir in Edom after he parted from Jacob. It deals mainly with his first generation of descendants. The Eleventh Section is also devoted to Esau and is called “The Generations of Esau the Father of the Edomites in Mount Seir.” It advances Esau’s history several generations, possibly down to the time of the Exodus or thereabout. The Twelfth Section (“The Generations of Jacob”) resumes the history of Jacob and concentrates on his sons, particularly Judah and Joseph. Judah, from whose line came King David and Jesus, the Messiah, fell into sin with his daughter-in-law Tamar and had Pharez and Zarah (also spelled Zara or Zerah) by her. Pharez became an ancestor of Jesus. Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt, but he rose from that state to become a ruler in Egypt just below Pharaoh in power. Later he reconciled with his brothers and moved them to Egypt to save them from a 7 year famine. They and their descendants stayed there for 430 years till they were delivered by Moses in the Exodus.

     Exodus begins where Genesis leaves off and recounts the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt. The first part of the book traces the escape of Israel from Egypt and their journey through the wilderness of Sinai to Mount Sinai. The Thirteenth Section, “The Generations of Levi” begins in Exodus 6:14 and goes to Numbers 2:34. Within section 13, the second part of Exodus recounts the giving of the 10 commandments and many of the other laws. Historical notes are interspersed – a common practice throughout Scripture.
     Leviticus continues the instruction in the law and concentrates on the things which the Levites had to know in order to properly offer the sacrifices and to judge matters between the people. It is, therefore, sometimes called the “Priest’s Manual.” (As with Exodus, historical notes are interspersed.)

     Numbers begins with a census to authenticate the tribal pedigrees. This establishes everyone’s place in the covenant. Afterward comes the Fourteenth Section of the Pentateuch, “The Generations of Aaron and Moses.” In this section the children of Moses and Aaron are mentioned, but their progeny is primarily a spiritual one. This generation has 2 sub-sections: the inauguration of the temple service and the 39 year continuation of the wilderness journeys from Sinai to the East Bank of the Jordan River. This lengthy wandering was because of their sin of unbelief (Numbers 14:26-34).

     Deuteronomy presents a farewell address by Moses in which he renews the covenant between God and Israel. It closes with an account of his death.

Section 3: Joshua, Judges, and Ruth – Conquest of the Land: a Precursor to the Earthly Kingdom

     These 3 books tell the History of Israel from the death of Moses to the time of Samuel the prophet, who was also the last of the historically prominent Judges. Joshua describes the conquest of the land of Canaan in two phases. Judges describes a period of weakness and sin in Israel after the death of Joshua and recounts a number of deliverances sent by God through a series of Judges. The book of Ruth is set in the approximate mid-point of the Judges period and tells the story of Ruth, an ancestor of King David, and provides David’s pedigree from Pharez, a son of Jacob’s son Judah, to David.

Section 4: Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles Harmony – Rise and Fall of the Earthly Kingdom

     1 & 2 Samuel tell of a new movement by God to extend his earthly kingdom through Israel. In 1 & 2 Samuel he used Samuel, Saul, and David. In 1 Kings he used Solomon; however, Solomon and Israel fell into sin, and the kingdom divided into “Israel” in the North and “Judah” in the South (1 and 2 Kings). 1 & 2 Kings tell of the increasing sin in both Israel and Judah which God judged by sending them into exile (The Babylonian Captivity) in accord with the penalties prescribed by the Mosaic covenant. The history ends with Jehoiachin, the last king of Judah and tells of the relief given to him by Evilmerodach, King of Babylon in the 37th year of the 70 year Captivity. 1 & 2 Chronicles repeats much of the history of Samuel and Kings and extends the narrative to the end of the Captivity when Cyrus, King of Persia, made a decree to release the Jews and rebuild the temple. Chronicles focuses on the divine right of the House of David to rule.

Section 5: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther – Rebuilding the Earthly Kingdom

     Ezra begins with a repetition of the last 2 verses of 2 Corinthians and concentrates on the rebuilding of the Temple and the teaching of the Law during an 82 year period from 538-456 B.C. Nehemiah deals with the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem and covers a period between 444-432 B.C. Esther covers a 10 year period (483-473 B.C.) during the time of Ezra and depicts a deliverance of the Jews from a genocidal plot by officials within the Persian empire. Together these books show how God protected Israel and advanced his kingdom during difficult times.

Section 6: Job – Wisdom in Suffering

     The point made by the book of Job is that man must trust God in suffering, not blame him.

Section 7: Psalms – Victory in Suffering

     All the Psalms except 2 contain imprecations (curses) against the wicked, and all but 1 also contain expressions of confidence in God’s deliverance. Commentators commonly divide them into 5 collections (“books”). They can be roughly characterized by looking at the themes which show up in the individual Psalms. Book 1: God Against the Wicked; Book 2: God Merciful to the Righteous; Book 3: God the Protector of Israel; Book 4: God’s Greatness Among the Nations; Book 5: God Praised and Thanked for His Goodness.

Section 8: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon – Wisdom for Living

     The design of Proverbs is to teach morally excellent wisdom. This goal is well summarized by Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” The book has two main sections (or “collections”). Collection 1 covers the first 24 chapters. Collection 2 covers chapters 25-31. Generally speaking, the book shows how to avoid bad companions and bad judgment. And, although the individual proverbs are not arranged in the linear patterns which are typical of Western writing, they are, nevertheless, arranged in a typical Oriental fashion in which the thoughts flow into and out of one another in a way that draws the mind along as it aids the reader or hearer to absorb the lessons.

     Ecclesiastes focuses on how to overcome the vanity of life which comes from God’s curse on man and nature. It is not, as some suppose, an example of worldly despair. Rather it brings the reader repeatedly to the concept that deliverance comes by fearing God. This concept is strikingly encapsulated in the closing words of the book: “13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (12:13-14).

     The Song of Solomon focuses on a covenant couple’s endless quest for love, perhaps as a metaphor for the attachment of Israel to the House (or Kingdom) of David.

Section 9: Isaiah

     Isaiah has two main collections of prophecies – Pre-Exile and Post-Exile. Each of these ends with the deliverance of Jerusalem. In the first, the deliverance was partial – a deliverance (for a while) from Sennacherib king of Assyria, whose army was slain on the battlefield by the Angel of the Lord (Isaiah 37:36-37). Isaiah prophesied that complete destruction would come later. In the second part of his book Isaiah closed with a prophecy that complete deliverance will come for Jerusalem and will include new heavens and a new earth.

Section 10: Jeremiah and Lamentations

     Jeremiah, like Isaiah, has two main sections, and, like Isaiah, these end with material about Jerusalem – specifically, the fall of Jerusalem and its aftermath. Both sections close with a description of Jerusalem’s Fall and the historical events that followed. In these sections Jeremiah does not have any long-term prophetic utterances about future events – a contrast to Isaiah. Lamentations is Jeremiah’s 5 part poem of mourning for the Fall of Jerusalem.

Section 11: Ezekiel and Daniel

     Ezekiel wrote down his prophecies as they occurred chronologically – before, during, and after the siege of Jerusalem. Daniel groups his material thematically, first depicting the Spiritual Struggle in Babylon, and then depicting the Spiritual Struggle in the Heavenlies.

Section 12: The Minor Prophets

     The Minor Prophets (and the Major Prophets) preached ethics and morality in its highest form – as a relationship with God, not merely as an abstract set of rules. Vos points out that when God reversed a period of decline in Israel he brought about a “higher order of things” not merely a return to the previous high point. Part of the prophetic task was to announce this higher order of things to encourage and to challenge their hearers (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 207).

     Like all the other prophets, the Minor Prophets delivered messages from God about present conditions and future events as they related to and explained God’s special redemptive acts – acts which go back to Adam, continue intermittently from then through the time of Christ and the Apostles, and will resume at Christ’s Second Coming. In the words of Geerhardus Vos, “Revelation is the interpretation of redemption.” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 14)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     THEOLOGY. In general the prophets (Major and Minor) speak of God as Spirit (the energy or energizer of life) in contrast to man or flesh (inherently powerless) – (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 257). Also, they do not single out his attributes the way theologians do, rather they deal with his transcendence and his condescension (roughly equivalent to his incommunicable and communicable attributes) – (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 257).

     The prophets represent him as present both locally (in Zion, for example) and in heaven – as present everywhere. They portray him as eternal in the sense that he is before all things, is enthroned forever, and is the “I am.” They describe what we call his omniscience in terms of the fact that he knows man’s inward thoughts, he knows all the sons of men, he knows the future, and no one can hide from him. They emphasize his holiness with all that the term implies of separateness, purity, and related concepts. They also portray him as righteous. Vos says that this attribute lies “midway between the transcendental and the communicative attributes” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 270). By this he means that God is righteous in a sense that we cannot be, but we can emulate his righteousness in certain respects.

     SOTERIOLOGY. Vos says, “We can distinguish a righteousness of cognizance, a righteousness of retribution, a righteousness of vindication, and a righteousness of salvation, shading off into a righteousness of benevolence” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 271). The righteousness of cognizance means that the LORD notices and judges all moral conduct. When Jehovah punishes sin he exhibits the righteousness of retribution, which is particularly directed toward exhibiting his ethical nature. When he decides between two causes he exhibits the righteousness of vindication. When he saves people from their sin he exhibits the righteousness of salvation. When he is generous or benevolent to people, he exhibits the righteousness of benevolence (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 271-276). Vos also notes that the prophets often speak of the concept of the covenant (“berith” – Strong’s # H 1285). He says, “The only common idea, always present, is that of a solemn religious sanction. Where this is present, a promise, law, agreement, may all be called ‘berith’ ” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 277). Vos notes that “the early prophets predict clearly that the bond of the berith will be suspended. It will not, to be sure, be irreparably broken off” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 284). “The sin which the prophets condemn is largely collective national sin (Am. 2:6-8; 3:1; 7:15; 8:2). And where not the whole nation in its solidarity is rebuked, certain classes are attacked” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 285).

     RELIGION. When the prophets disapprove of Israel’s religious practices (sometimes called the “cult” by Vos and others), they do so on three grounds: “The cult is conducted in a materialistic, mercantile spirit … or the cult is conducted, jointly with gross immoral practices, so as to divorce Jehovah’s religious interest from his ethical requirements, or, finally, the cult is employed in order by means of it to secure escape from the approaching judgment, or to avert the latter entirely” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 287). As long as they do such things he will not receive their sacrifices (Amos 5:21-23; Isaiah 1:10-17), nor will he receive their prayers (Jeremiah 7:16; 11:14; Zechariah 7:12-14).

     SOCIOLOGY. The prophets disapprove of such social ills as usury, reliance on fortified cities rather than God, misuse of wealth and luxury, and the like, but “What the prophets feature is the religious in the social; what many at the present time proclaim is the social devoid of or indifferent to the religious” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 297).

     ESCHATOLOGY. As for eschatology, “Finality and consummation form the specific difference of prophetic, as of all other Biblical eschatology” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 311). The prophets habitually blend statements of judgment with statements of glory and blessing without reference to chronological markers. This makes interpretation difficult, but the general message of the prophets is that conditions will go from bad to perfect by the power of God, whereas pagan eschatologies go in cycles from the best to the worst, often in endless succession.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     Hosea lived with an unfaithful wife who was an illustration to Israel of their infidelity toward the Lord. Joel preached to Judah predicting judgment followed by restoration. Amos began his prophecies by speaking against the Nations near Israel, and then turned to prophecies about Judah & Israel. Obadiah prophesied to Edom and Zion or judgment and deliverance, respectively. The message of Jonah is that God is merciful even to the Gentiles. Micah has a message to Israel and Judah concerning judgment and blessing. In the book of Nahum the Lord Comforts Judah with his goodness & his wrath against Nineveh and tells Nineveh of its destruction & of Israel's blessing. The book of Habakkuk is presented as a bargaining session between Habakkuk & Jehovah resulting in an agreement with Jehovah to “in wrath remember mercy” (3:2). Zephaniah prophesies to Judah and the nearby nations with an emphasis on Judah. In Haggai the Lord rebukes Judah for being lax about rebuilding the temple and when they repent he encourages them in the task. In Zechariah the Lord offers correction and instruction to Judah to deal with their sins. In Malachi the Lord rebukes his people for their sin and warns them of final judgment.

     Taken as a whole, the Minor Prophets show how the Lord is going to deal with Israel, Judah, and the rest of the nations during the time of the prophets, the time of Christ, and the End Times.

Section 13: The Gospels and Acts

     Of the New Covenant, Vos says that in Jeremiah 31:31-34 “the two most distinctive features of the new order of affairs are described. The one is: Jehovah will create obedience to the Law by writing it in the heart. The other is: there will be complete forgiveness of sin” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 1948, 322). These features are fully realized only in the last day, so they are eschatological.

     Although we have not come to the last day, we are nevertheless living in the last days.  

     Matthew presents Jesus as the Divine King. It begins by showing both the divine nature of Jesus and the divine nature of his kingdom. It then tells the history of his manifestation, his rejection, and his triumph. Mark looks at Jesus as the authoritative Redeemer-Servant and tells how his authority began, expanded, was assaulted, and finally extended. Luke shows that Jesus is the Son of Man, the Savior. The book begins (in the first 3 chapters) with the preparation for Jesus’ ministry from his birth until just before his baptism. The bulk of the book discusses his ministry in 3 phases – his Galilee ministry, his ministry between Galilee and Jerusalem, and his ministry in Jerusalem. It closes with the perfection of Jesus’ ministry by his death, resurrection, and ascension. John reveals Jesus as the divine and eternal Son of God. He begins by showing that Jesus is the Divine Savior, then shows how his salvation was manifested first to the world, and then, in a fuller way, to his disciples. He closes by showing how his salvation was accomplished and applied. Acts talks about the post-ascension acts of Jesus, the Covenant Messiah. It focuses first on the ministry of Peter and the Apostles (chapters 1-12) then on the ministry of Paul and his companions (chapters 13-28).

Section 14: The Epistles

     The Epistles present a wide-ranging discussion of how to live the Christian life. This gives them common ground with the Old Testament wisdom literature.

     Romans is a highly theological book; it focuses on the doctrine of salvation and discusses it both from the Jewish perspective and from the Gentile (Graeco-Roman) perspective. As is common in the Epistles, it begins with doctrine and finishes with application. The first 11 chapters discuss justification, sanctification, and election. These are then applied to instructions for redeemed living.

     The Corinthian epistles were written to answer various questions and concerns among the Christians at Corinth. At first glance they seem to be lacking in structure, but further analysis shows that they are arranged thematically around certain issues. In 1 Corinthians the issues are those which affect the Corinthians’ unity (1-15), and those which affect the apostolic ministry of Paul (16). In 2 Corinthians Paul discusses his struggles and his blessings. He begins with his struggles among the Corinthians (1-3), proceeds to his struggles in the world (4-6), goes next to his blessings among the Corinthians (7-9), and finishes with his blessings in Christ (10-13).

     In Galatians Paul again discusses the doctrine of salvation, as he did in Romans. Here he concentrates on proving that the gospel, not the law, saves. The book can be looked at as an exposition of three propositions: 1. Do not turn from the gospel which is from God. 2. This Gospel is the instrument by which you received the Spirit. 3. The Spirit enables you to live holy; the law does not.

     Ephesians can be looked at as an exposition of two propositions: you are predestined according to God’s plan (1-2); conform to your destiny (3-6).

     Philippians falls into two parts: the advance of the gospel in the ministry of Paul, and Paul’s encouragement to let the gospel advance in the life of the Philippians.

     Colossians shares many similarities with Ephesians. It begins by explaining the completeness of Christ and closes with exhortations to experience Christ’s completeness spiritually.

     In 1 Thessalonians Paul speaks about how he and the Thessalonians ministered to each other. He then encourages them by telling them of the coming relief which will arrive when the Lord returns, and exhorts them to constant obedience as an expression of that hope.

     In 2 Thessalonians Paul begins with encouragements, commending the Thessalonians for their endurance and promising judgment on those who persecute them. In the second part of the book he offers several exhortations: endure, pray for the success of the Gospel, and avoid loafing.

     The next 3 epistles are called the Pastoral Epistles because they focus on the needs and duties of the elders and deacons in the church. They are the New Testament counterpart of the book of Leviticus.

     In 1 Timothy Paul talks first about proper church doctrine and government (1-4) then about proper personal relationships within the church (5-6).

     In 2 Timothy Paul exhorts Timothy to hold to the faith (1) and to teach others to do the same (2-4).

     In Titus Paul describes how to choose proper elders (1:1-9) and then tells them what to teach (1:10 – 3:15).

     In Philemon Paul deals with an issue between brothers in the faith – Philemon, a slave owner, and Onesimus, his runaway slave. Onesimus apparently stole from Philemon, fled, and was subsequently converted by Paul. In the first 7 verses of this one chapter book Paul offers encouragement for Philemon and then makes a plea on behalf of Onesimus (8-25).

     In Hebrews the author presents the most comprehensive Christology in the Bible; however the main focus of the book is endurance in the faith. To elicit that endurance the author first shows the Hebrews who Christ is and the implications of this. On the basis of this doctrinal underpinning he then exhorts his readers to have faith in Christ and live a life consistent with this faith. 

     James addresses the problem of mistreatment of the poor saints in the church. He begins with general exhortations (encouragements and rebukes) which he applies particularly to the poor and the rich in the church because they were at odds with one another (1). He then focuses his exhortations on the church leaders (2-4), followed by exhortations to the rich (5:1-6), and the poor (5:7-12). The book ends with a general exhortation (as at the beginning) which James applies particularly to the leaders who were failing to properly govern the opposing parties.

     In 1 Peter the apostle tells his readers that they were chosen for obedience. In the first chapter he explains the meaning of this concept. In chapters 2-5 he shows how their chosenness works itself out in their daily lives.

     In 2 Peter the apostle tells his readers about the gifts God has given them for their spiritual security (1). He then contrasts this with the insecurity (coming destruction) of all things which are false and fallen (2-3).

     In 1 John the apostle shows his readers that love is the foundation for true spiritual fellowship with God and believers (1:1 – 2:15). He then exhorts his readers to practice this well-founded life (2:16 – 5:21).

     2 John has 13 verses. In the first 6, John exhorts his readers to cling to love through obedience. In verses 7-13 he tells them to shun deceivers.

     3 John exhorts the readers to work together for the truth (verses 1-8). In verses 9-14 he tells them the bad truth about Diotrephes and the good truth about Demetrius.

     Jude tells his readers to contend for the faith against godless men (verses 1-19) and to build themselves up in the holy faith (verses 20-25).

Section 15: Revelation

     Revelation focuses on the consummation of the covenant. The first 16 chapters deal with the approaching end, particularly focusing on 5 sets of seven events. Chapters 17 and 18 tell about the end using the figure of the Fall of Babylon. This leads to the new beginning, centered on the triumph of Jesus through which he brings in the new heavens and the new earth.
